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Now it’s your turn! 

Jesus has made redemption (salvation) possible. 

Through His death, burial, and resurrection Jesus has paid the penalty for our sins, conquered death and has risen to give us new life with Him.

Jesus has won the victory over death and sin and made us victorious with Him. God’s upper story or His plan to restore us to a relationship with Him is possible for everyone. 

And now it’s your turn to take that news and tell the world!

That’s our marching orders. 

Do you want to know the mission statement for our church is, for “the” Church (capital “C” Church) for that matter is? It is that. 

Do you want to know how to live a purpose driven life. It’s this. 

Do you want to know what God’s will is for your life? Well here it is.

It’s found in Matthew 28:18-20 and it is called the great commission. If you would turn there to Matthew 28:18: 
“Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 

It’s interesting that this statement, or a variation of it, is repeated in all four gospels and the book of Acts. It’s found here in Matthew 28:18-20, in Mark 16:15-18, in Luke 24:47, John 20:21-23, and Acts 1:8.

And folks let me tell you. Of course all scripture is God’s Word and is important, but anytime you find something repeated this much in Scripture you need to wake up and pay attention. 

This week’s chapter in the Story is called “New Beginnings”. 

It is not a new mission or a new plan on God’s part. No, that hasn’t changed. Sense the fall of Adam and Eve in the Garden God has gone through extraordinary measures to win back a people to Himself.

But what is new, or at least what was new for the Jews in the New Testament was how God was going to continue to do that.

From Genesis chapter 12, or chapter 2 of the Story, God has worked though the descendants of Abraham and the nation of Israel.

Up until now it has been a “come and see” approach to reaching the nations. Now it is a “go and show” approach.

What I mean by this is that God made certain promises to Abraham. God told Abraham that He was going to bless him and make him a great nations and that through him all the nations of the world would be blessed.
By blessing Abraham and the nation of Israel other nations would see God at work and would be drawn to serve God.

Well that was at least the plan but as we know the people of Israel often rebelled and rejected God, seeking after foreign gods. So God would have to bring His judgments on the people.

But when the people repented and return to God, God would again bless them.

Ultimately we know that the greatest fulfillment of God promises to Abraham would be in person of Jesus Christ who would come as a descended of Abraham, a descendent of David.

Jesus would die for the sin of the world and truly all nations of the world will be blessed through Him.

But that brings us to what is the new beginning. The new beginning is the means through which God is going to deliver the message of salvation to those who are lost and unsaved. God is going to use you!

In the Old Testament it was the Jews and the hope of the coming Messiah that they were to point people too.

Now in the New Testament it will be the Church who will take the message that the Messiah has come and will come again to the world.

In the Old Testament it was come and see what our God has done for us.

Now we are to go and show others what God has done and is doing.

Now I’ve got to pause for a second here. Some of you might be wondering if God is using the Church today what about Israel. Does the church replace Israel? Is God done with the nation of Israel? Is the Church a spiritual Israel?
Unfortunately it is not possible to cover these questions today. Books have been written to answer these questions. Entire denominations have been formed over how these questions have been answered. 

But for the sake of time this morning let me give you my short answer and if you would like to talk with me further about this we can do that.

I believe that God made literal promise to the literal nation of Israel. And many of those promises have already come to pass. Yet some of those promises have yet to be fulfilled. 

So I believe that God is not through with the Jewish people. The church does not replace the Nation of Israel. Israel still has its place in fulfilling God’s upper story.

But for now, for this age today, the Church has become God’s primary vehicle to take the message of salvation, the gospel to the lost world.

The birth of the church is recorded in the book of Acts. Our chapter in the Story this week picks up in Acts chapter 1. 

So if you turn in your Bibles to Acts chapter 1.

Acts chapter 1 and let’s start in with verse 3, it’s now 40 after the resurrection.

3 After his [that is Jesus’] suffering [on the cross], he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. [the reign of God on our hearts]


4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 
5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." [Note: Acts transition]

6 So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. [Stop looking at the paper and worrying, get busy]

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem [my neighborhood], and in all Judea [my region] and Samaria [my nation], and to the ends of the earth." [the world]

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven." 

Listen again to these words from Jesus found in Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

For those of you who were in the adult Sunday School class I am sure you heard Randy Frazee point this out.

I have read this passage countless numbers of times before and had never caught this nuance before.

Randy points out that Jesus command of to “be” His witnesses not just “do” witnessing.
We don’t outsource missions; pay someone else to do it for us. Oh sure not all of us should or can go but we should be send some of our own.

Be or do? That is an important distinction. One has to do with what I do. The other has to do with who I am.

Years ago I was part of a church where we “did” witnessing. Every Thursday night we would go out into the neighborhood going from door to door offering to pray for people and then we would invite them to church if they didn’t already have a church family as we looked for opportunities to share the gospel.

Now I am not saying this was bad or we shouldn’t have done it. But this kind of just doing witnessing only requires me to show up at a set time to do something for an hour or so.

“Being” a witness means that I have to change. God wants you and me to go into all the world and show them who Christ is by showing them what He has done in us and how we have been changed. 

We are to be witnesses by our changed lives. A question for you today is, has your life changed because of what Christ is doing in your life?

So what does it mean to “be” a witness?

In Acts chapter 2, ten days after Jesus ascended into heaven 120 disciples remained in Jerusalem praying. They remained there waiting on the Holy Spirit.

Then we read that on the Day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit comes on the disciples. Penta means 5 or in this case 50. Pentecost is the festival that comes 50 days after the Passover. 

When the Spirit comes on the disciples the power of God comes and they begin to speak in all the different languages of the people who had come into the city for the celebration.

A crowd gathers to see what’s going on. And Peter preaches the first sermon of the church age. 

In essence Peter tells them that God came — walked, spoke, healed and taught on these very streets, but you ignored Him and even worse, you killed Him. But all is not lost; you are not lost, because Jesus is alive.

Many were convicted and cried out what shall we do! Peter tells them in 2:28 to “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

[3,000 people came to Christ that day!]

Listen to this. This is how these new believers were changed and what they looked like…it’s in Acts 2:42-47:

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 

44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 




46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

Do you catch the radical community of the New Testament church? 
This is “being” a witness.

First these new converts were baptized, just like we did last week. There baptism identified themselves publicly as followers of Jesus Christ. 

They had put their faith in what Christ has accomplished and now they were committed to obeying all that He had commanded and study of scriptures, the apostles teaching, so they would know how to live.

And then in the same authority that the Father sent His Son Jesus now sends us out into the world to do His work. And that authority is seen in the filling of the Holy Spirit.

The same Spirit that came upon Jesus at His baptism, the same Spirit that came to the 120 disciples in the upper room, the Spirit that fell on those 3000 new converts on the day of Pentecost has come into you.

The moment you were saved you were filled with the Spirit of God. The question is this. Are you being led by the Spirit of God or the Spirit of this world?

You see when we are living by the Spirit of God we live in true community, true fellowship with God and with each other.

True fellowship is marked with unbridled generosity. There are no personal pronouns. It’s they . . . they devoted themselves, everyone was filled, all the believers, they sold, they continued to meet, they broke bread . . . This is a collection of individuals, who became a family. 
They’re distinctive, unique, devoted to community and each other. WHY? Because Christ calls us together to be a witness to others!

Max Lucado tells the story about an Episcopalian Bishop, Jim Fultz. 

Lucado said they were speaking together at a community Good Friday service and Fultz was wearing a large, gold, thick cross. 

You could almost describe it a gaudy. Unless you are into hip-hop then you would say the bishop has some bling!

Anyway, Lucado admits to being a little judgmental about what Fultz was wearing. Then he heard Fultz tell the story of the cross.

You see, for many years Fultz was the pastor at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, and when he was moving to become the bishop, the tradition in the Episcopal church is that the congregation makes the bishop a cross, they didn’t buy him one, they made him a cross. 

There were 242 different contributions of gold which were received. Gold from family and friends. 

There was a man who was supposed to get married, but his bride left him at the altar. Bishop Fultz encouraged the man during that time and out of gratitude took that ring he was going to give his bride and gave it to the bishop; and it became part of the cross.

There were some married couples who were divorced and then reconciled and were married again. Pastor Fultz was instrumental in helping them to reconcile, and those couples took their first sets of wedding bands and they became part of the cross.

242 different stories and gifts from the church. They were all melted down and reformed into the shape of the cross. 

You see, here is a great picture of the church. 

When our stories intermingle; when our tears flow together; when laughter fills the room; and when our stories come together, the church is created . . . in the name of Jesus.

When the healthy hand touches the sick hand in the hospital, the cross is seen in our community. 

When the lonely receives assurance from a brother of sister in Christ the cross is seen in our community. 

When young and old meet and find Christ is their common ground; and their stories aren’t all that different. It is the cross of Christ that unites us and the cross is seen in our community.

When those who would never come together because of differences in race, age, jobs, neighborhood, economic standing, or even past grievances…do so, because of the cross of Christ, community is formed. 

And we become the witness Christ wants.

This is what happened in Acts 2. Let’s be part of that kind of church.

You and I don’t want to be part of a church that’s playing church, a church that is just going through the motions, showing up on Sunday…oh everything’s fine. 

And like the disciples and the early church let’s get excited about being a church that is built on prayer. 

In Acts 2, they came together and prayed for 10 days. And a revival exploded out of that prayer service. It’s been said, ‘the church prayed for 10 days, Peter preached for 3 minutes, and the harvest was 3,000 souls. 

But today, we tend to get those numbers backwards. We pray for 3 minutes preach for 10 days, and we may see 3 souls saved.

We must be a people of prayer. Can I call on you to pray for your Jerusalem, to pray for that part of the world where you live? 

Will you pray for your family, your neighborhood, your community, and those in your church family? 

Maybe God has placed you in your family just for that very purpose.

Will you pray for your Judea, Ashland County, our school districts and our county and state officials? Will you pray for the other churches in our area? 

Will you pray for our Samaria? Will you pray for our nations and our leaders even if you disagree with their political stance?

Will you pray for the ends of the earth and the spread of the gospel? Will you pray for our missionaries and those working to take the gospel to places or people far from us, weather geographically or culturally? 

Will you pray for the church and those who are persecuted around the world today for their faith?

Will you “be” a people of prayer!?

And let’s be a people who are committed to the centrality of the cross. Let’s be like Peter, focused on the true gospel. The life, death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

There’s so much Peter could have preached on that day — the sick, the homeless, the hungry, but he didn’t. He focused on Jesus. 

There are certain opinions of church life which are written in pencil. 
There are certain ideas which are written in ink. But there is only one teaching which is written in blood. . . the death, burial and resurrection of Christ.

Many of us have a number of different opinions on a number of different things. And those opinions are written in pencil, because they very well may change from day to day, and opinions are just that…opinions not facts. 

And that is why we have erasers, so we can change our minds and admit our mistakes and learn from each other. 

And then there are those convictions we write in ink, we really believe them, but they aren’t as important as the fact that Christ died on the cross for our sins. 

He paid the price for you and me, and He rose from the dead. That’s the message we must never, never, move away from and it must be at the core of every conversation.

And then when you add to that great news the fellowship of the church you can see how we will be the witness. 

Our fellowship is our coming together in unbridled generosity. Meeting together, looking at one another’s faces, not like this in a sanctuary where you’re looking at the back of someone’s head, listening to one person speak, and wondering when they’re going to finish so you can get on with the day.

Real fellowship happens when you’re in someone’s house, or when you’re serving together, something happens which doesn’t happen in a sanctuary.

Radical hospitality! It’s a secret ingredient of a healthy and vibrant church. When we open our lives to one another and share our lives with each other, this is fellowship. 

When we help one another feel welcomed, cared for, comforted, accepted, hopeful, and loved.

Don’t you want to be part of a church like the first church in Acts? I do.

We need to be witnesses and we need all hands on deck, no sitting back and watching. We have all been baptized by the Holy Spirit.

And everyone has a role to play. We need everyone, not just a few, everyone. We need creativity, ingenuity, wisdom, and so, so much more. 
It’s time to roll up your sleeves, get off of the sidelines and get in the game. Because we need you and God’s work is worth it.

When you’re in the military and an officer gives a command, that command stays in effect until the officer comes and changes it. 

Jesus, our general, left us with one command. It’s Acts 1:8, and it was His departing command to you and to me. 

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

What is your Jerusalem? Begin in Jerusalem, that’s your neighborhood. 

Pray for your Jerusalem, learn about the needs around you, then take action, and take a friend with you . . . and be the church; and the Lord will give you His power through the Holy Spirit to be his witness in this crazy world as you serve others in His name.


There is an order to be a disciple—a fully committed follower of Jesus Christ who: 
Knows him in a living relationship, 
is growing in Christ-likeness through the power of the Holy spirit and 
is showing the love of Christ to others
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